Ezekiel - 'Know that | am the Lord'

Ezekiel 18 - 'Don't Blame Your Parents!'

Intro — The Blame Game!

A Proscribed Proverb (v1-4)

Covenant Curse
(Ex0.20v4-6; 34v6-7; Deut.28v15-68)

National justice

New Justice

Individual justice

Exile & Old Covenant & New Covenant (16v59-62)

1 The word of the LORD came
to me: 2 “What do you mean
by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel,
‘The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge’?

3 As | live, declares the Lord
GOD, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel.
4 Behold, all souls are mine;
the soul of the father as well
as the soul of the son is mine:
the soul who sins shall die.




3 Cases (v5-18)

1. A righteous man (v5-9)

2. A wicked son of a righteous man
(v10-13)

3. A righteous son of a wicked man
(v14-18)

5 “lf a man is righteous and does
what is just and right— ... executes
true justice between man and man, 9
walks in my statutes, and keeps my
rules by acting faithfully—he is
righteous; he shall surely live,
declares the Lord GOD.

10 “If he fathers a son who is violent,
a shedder of blood, who does any of
these things ... He shall not live. He
has done all these abominations; he
shall surely die; his blood shall be
upon himself.

14 “Now suppose this man fathers a
son who sees all the sins that his
father has done; he sees, and does
not do likewise: ... obeys my rules,
and walks in my statutes; he shall not
die for his father’s iniquity; he shall
surely live. 18 As for his father,
because he practiced extortion,
robbed his brother, and did what is
not good among his people, behold,
he shall die for his iniquity.




Who's right? (v19-29)

Israel v the Lord

Justice with mercy

Israel v the Lord

19 Yet you say, ‘Why should not the son
suffer for the iniquity of the father?’

When the son has done what is just and
right, and has been careful to observe
all my statutes, he shall surely live. 20
The soul who sins shall die. The son
shall not suffer for the iniquity of the
father, nor the father suffer for the
iniquity of the son. The righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon himself, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon himself.

21 But if a wicked person turns away
from all his sins that he has committed
and keeps all my statutes and does
what is just and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. 22 None of the
transgressions that he has committed
shall be remembered against him; for
the righteousness that he has done he
shall live. 23 Have | any pleasure in the
death of the wicked, declares the Lord
GOD, and not rather that he should turn
from his way and live? 24 But when a
righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice and
does the same abominations that the
wicked person does, shall he live? None
of the righteous deeds that he has done
shall be remembered; for the treachery
of which he is guilty and the sin he has
committed, for them he shall die.

25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is
not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is
my way not just? Is it not your ways that
are not just?




Therefore ...

Individual judgment

Return

Cast off
New hearts & breaths

Why die?

Conclusion - Growing Up!

30 “Therefore

| will judge you, O house of Israel, every
one according to his ways, declares the
Lord GOD.

Repent and turn from all your
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.

31 Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed,

and make yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit!

Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32
For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn,
and live.”




